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ORIGINS OF ACT 15

• In 2015, Governor Wolf signed into law a series of changes to what had been 

previously passed as Act 153.  When we talk about Act 15, it is the most current 

version of the amended law.

• Act 15 stipulates that any adult in a youth serving organization must have appropriate 

background check clearances.

• Starting in August 2015 all NEW leaders/volunteers had to have background checks 

before volunteering with any youth organization

• By July 1, 2016 all registered leaders/volunteers must have background checks 

completed and approved by the PA Dutch Council



WHAT IS REQUIRED?

• To be consider complete must have 3 documents

• Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History Check

• Department of Human Services Child Abuse History Check

• FBI Fingerprint or Residency Disclosure



PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE 

• Can be obtained online

• https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp

• No cost for volunteers to request

• Must be renewed every 5 years

https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp


DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

• Can be obtained online

• www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/

home

• No cost for volunteers to request

• Must be renewed every 5 years

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home


FBI FINGERPRINT CHECK

• Must start the process online

• www.pa.cogentid.com/index_dpwNew.

htm

• Cost is $25.75

• Must get fingerprinted

• Must be renewed every 5 years or until 

10 year residency is established

http://www.pa.cogentid.com/index_dpwNew.htm


DISCLOSURE FORM

• MUST BE SUBMITTED IF AN FBI 

FINGERPRINT CHECK IS NOT 

REQUIRED

• www.padutchbsa.org/act15

• Does not have to be renewed unless 

residency status changes

• Must use the PA Dutch Form

http://www.padutchbsa.org/act15


NEW SYSTEM TO UPLOAD CLEARANCES

• Starting May 6th Units or Individuals should go online to upload their background 

check information

• Will no longer have to submit physical copies of all the background checks with 

each application

• Can upload 24 hours a day

• This change does not eliminate a Chartered Organization requiring physical copies 

of background checks
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT EMAIL

Thank you for submitting your Pennsylvania Background Checks.  We have received your 

upload and will confirm that your clearances have been accepted in a follow up email.  If 

you have any questions in the meantime, please, contact the Pennsylvania Dutch Council at 

717-394-4063.

Thank you for volunteering!

The Pennsylvania Dutch Council 



CONFIRMATION EMAIL-TO BE PRINTED

Dear <Unit Leader>,

Thank you for submitting your Pennsylvania Background Checks.  Your clearances have been reviewed and 

approved.  If you have not submitted an Adult Application, print off a copy of this confirmation email and 

attach it with your application and Youth Protection Training verification.  Once we have processed your 

complete Adult Application, you will receive a membership card in the mall within the next 7 business 

days.  Until you receive your membership card you may only participate as a parent.

Once you receive your card you may fully participate as defined by your approved position.  This includes:

Membership in the Boy Scouts of America

Training Specific to Your Position

Accident and Sickness Insurance 

Liability Insurance

Any questions about your membership should be directed to the Pennsylvania Dutch Council, BSA at 717-

394-4063.  

Thank you for volunteering!

The Pennsylvania Dutch Council



NEW LEADER APPLICATIONS

• Adult Application (make sure you are using the most current) 

• Signed Disclosure/Authorization Form (Page 4 of the Adult 

Application)

• Proof of Youth Protection Training

• Confirmation Email that Clearances have been accepted from the 

Pennsylvania Dutch Council



CHANGE IN POSITION-CURRENT MEMBERS

• Adult Application (make sure you are using the most current 

• Signed Disclosure/Authorization Form (Page 4 of the Adult 

Application)

• For Youth Protection and Clearances indicate on the application that 

they are submitted and current.  If they are not current, volunteers will 

be notified and applications will be returned to applicant if not 

resolved.



MAINTAINING

• You will receive a notification 2 months before your clearances expire 

reminding you to update them

• Updates can uploaded through the PA Dutch Council website as you 

get new forms or current forms expire

• If clearances do expire, membership will immediately be suspended.  

Reinstatement may require a new adult application-PLEASE don’t let 

clearances expire!



QUESTIONS?


