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• Why?

• Appreciation of Service

• Encourage advancement among youth and display of 
their accomplishments

• Exhibit a measure of credibility to families

Adult Awards and Recognition
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• Available online or may purchase a hardcopy.

Covers:
• Policies
• Placement of insignia
• Types of awards
• Guidelines for selection committees
• Uniform inspection sheets

Guide to Awards and Insignia

https://www.scouting.org/resources/insignia-guide/
https://www.scouting.org/resources/insignia-guide/


Adult Awards and Recognitions

3

Guide to Awards and Insignia

https://www.scouting.org/resources/insignia-guide/
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Types of Recognition
• Application

Training Awards
Veteran Status
Accomplishments 

• Endorsement and Nomination
Unit Leader Award of Merit
Outstanding Eagle Scout Award
District Award of Merit
Silver Beaver, Silver Antelope, Silver Buffalo
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Trained Leader Emblem

Den Leader Training Award
Application

Scouter’s Training Award
Cubs; Scouts BSA; Venturing; Sea Scouting; District Cmte

Scouter’s Key
Cubmaster; Scoutmaster, Advisor; Skipper, District Cmte; Commissioner

Training and Performance Awards

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/Trained_Leader_Positions.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/cs-leader/
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Den-Leader-2.2022.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/scouters-training/
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Cub-Scout-Leaders.pdf
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Scout-BSA-Leaders.pdf
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Venturing-Leaders.pdf
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Sea-Scouting-Leaders.pdf
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Scouters-Training-Award-for-District-Committee-Members.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/scouters-key/
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-053_WB.pdf?_ga=2.179282086.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962&_gl=1*1hdkrnf*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM2ODIxMi4yMi4xLjE2NzUzNjkxMTAuNjAuMC4w
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-054_WB.pdf?_ga=2.179282086.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962&_gl=1*1hdkrnf*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM2ODIxMi4yMi4xLjE2NzUzNjkxMTAuNjAuMC4w
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-056_WB.pdf?_ga=2.179282086.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962&_gl=1*1hdkrnf*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM2ODIxMi4yMi4xLjE2NzUzNjkxMTAuNjAuMC4w
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/Sea_Scout_Skippers_Key.pdf?_ga=2.179282086.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962&_gl=1*1hdkrnf*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM2ODIxMi4yMi4xLjE2NzUzNjkxMTAuNjAuMC4w
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/districtcommittekeynew.pdf?_ga=2.179282086.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962&_gl=1*1hdkrnf*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM2ODIxMi4yMi4xLjE2NzUzNjkxMTAuNjAuMC4w
https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Commissioner-Key-revised-draft.pdf
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Recognize members for tenure in Scouting

Available to all registered members

5-, 10-, 15-, and 20-year awards are awarded by the local 
council, while awards for 25 years and more are awarded 
by the national office; submit application to receive a 
certificate and option to purchase pin from Scout shop 

Application Form

Veteran Award

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/524-701.pdf?_gl=1*1edxyba*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM1Nzg5Ny4yMS4xLjE2NzUzNjMyMzMuNjAuMC4w&_ga=2.217440404.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/veteran-award/
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Special Accomplishments

See the full listing of special youth and adult awards at 
Awards Central

https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/
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1. Be a currently registered Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Advisor, or Skipper 
who has served in that position at least 18 continuous months. 

2. Meet the training requirements for the registered position. 
3. Distribute a printed or electronic annual unit program plan and calendar 

to each family in the unit. 
4. Have a leader succession plan in place. 
5. Effectively use the advancement method so that at least 60 percent of 

the unit’s youth have advanced at least once during the last 12 months. 
6. Cultivate a positive relationship with the chartered organization. 
7. Project a positive image of Scouting in the community.

Unit Committee completes the application. Troops, Crews, and Ships must 
include endorsement by unit’s top youth leader.

Application Form
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Unit Leader Award of Merit

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/512-003_WB.pdf?_gl=1*1gn1p82*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTM1Nzg5Ny4yMS4xLjE2NzUzNjE4MDMuNjAuMC4w&_ga=2.35488931.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/unit-leader/
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Local awards to recognize registered and non-registered 
volunteers within the district.

Anyone may nominate a Scouter of the Year. Unit Adult 
Leadership must submit the nomination for Spark Plug 
Award recipients.

Nominations are taken until April 14. Awards are 
presented at the annual District Recognition Dinner in 
June.

Scouter of the Year Nomination Form
Spark Plug Award Nomination Form
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Scouter of the Year & Spark Plug Awards

http://padutchbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Scouter-of-the-Year-Nomination.pdf
http://padutchbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Spark-Plug-Nomination.pdf
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High-level award presented by councils on the behalf of the 
National Court of Honor for nonregistered volunteers who 
have made a significant contribution to Scouting; on same 
level as the Silver Beaver Award, which is for registered 
volunteers.

Council, area, or region sends nomination to National Court of 
Honor at least 30 days prior to award presentation; presented 
at council recognition banquet, public gathering, or other event 
appropriate to the honoree.

Nomination Form

North Star Award

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/North_Star_Award.pdf?_gl=1*s7786l*_ga*Mzg5Mjc4MTA2LjE2NzI5NDY5NjI.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY3NTQzMzQ5Mi4yMy4xLjE2NzU0MzM0OTIuNjAuMC4w&_ga=2.203440402.302471863.1675302779-389278106.1672946962
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/north-star/
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Granted by the local council’s NESA committee to Eagle 
Scouts who have demonstrated outstanding achievement 
at the local, state, or regional level.

The NOESA recognizes Eagle Scouts whose efforts have 
made a positive impact in the community. Nominations 
can be submitted through the Council NESA Committee –
the deadline for submission is October 15 of each year.

Nomination Form

NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award

https://nesa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/NOESA-NOMINATION-FORM11.29.22.pdf
https://nesa.org/awards-and-recognition/outstanding-eagle-scout-award/
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Available to registered Scouters who render service of an 
outstanding nature at the district level.

Presented to registered adult volunteers by districts in the 
same manner that the Silver Beaver is, as a national award 
presented by councils; it is not appropriate to nominate a 
Scouter who has already received this award.

Presented at the District Recognition Dinner in June.

Nomination Form – Submit by April 14

District Award of Merit

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33720.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/district-merit/
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The Silver Beaver Award was introduced in 1931 and is the 
most significant, council level distinguished service award for 
adults in the Boy Scouts of America. Recipients of this award 
are registered Scouters who have made an impact on the 
lives of youth through service given to the council.

The Silver Beaver is an award given to those who implement 
the Scouting program and perform community service through 
hard work, self-sacrifice, dedication, and many years of 
service. It is given to those who do not actively seek it.

Presented at the Council Recognition Dinner.

Nomination Form

Silver Beaver

https://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/92-103.pdf
http://padutchbsa.org/silverbeaver/
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How to Submit a Nomination


