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Why Service Projects?

• Advancement

• Visibility

• Altruism

• Aims & Methods
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Advancement

• Tenderfoot – 1 Hour

• Second Class – 2 Hours

• First Class – 3 Hours (on a separate project 

than before)

• Star – 6 Hours

• Life – 6 Hours (3 conservation-related)

3Guide to Advancement: 4.2.3.3



Visibility
– Shows involvement in the community

– Aids in Recruiting and Fundraising

Altruism
– Because it’s the right thing to do

Contributes to Scouting’s Aims & 

Methods
– Character Development and Citizenship Training

– The Good Turn as part of Personal Growth
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Safety Considerations

• S.A.F.E. Service Project Planning Checklist

• S.A.F.E. Project Tool Use

If it is not practical to meet these protocols, do not 

conduct the activity or service project.
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https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-027.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-027.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-028.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/healthsafety/pdf/680-028.pdf


Service

Opportunities
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Scouting for Food

• Council Info for 2025

• Door Hanger Distribution – Nov 1

• Food Collection – Nov 8

• Report your results

• Consider adding recruiting info to your hanger
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https://padutchbsa.org/scouting-for-food/
https://padutchbsa.org/scouting-for-food/


Veteran Grave Flags

• Placed in advance of Memorial Day

• Many area cemeteries are not served. 

• Contact the Lancaster County Office of 

Veterans Affairs to register a cemetery and 

order flags.
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https://co.lancaster.pa.us/163/Veterans-Affairs
https://co.lancaster.pa.us/163/Veterans-Affairs


Wreaths Across America

• Remember the Fallen; Honor those who served 

and their families; Teach the next generation 

about the value of freedom.

• Serve during wreath placement at National and 

local cemeteries the weekend of December 13.

• Fundraising opportunities also available.

• Contact Nina Evans to get involved.

• www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
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Indiantown Gap 

National Cemetery

– Annville

Laurel Hill Memorial 

Gardens 

– Columbia

mailto:nevans2163@gmail.com?subject=Wreaths%20Across%20America%20-%20Info%20for%20Scouts
mailto:nevans2163@gmail.com?subject=Wreaths%20Across%20America%20-%20Info%20for%20Scouts
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/


Lancaster Conservancy
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• Over 50 properties in and near Lancaster County

• Open Service Days

• Group Service Projects

• For info on Volunteer Opportunities

https://www.lancasterconservancy.org/volunteer/
https://www.lancasterconservancy.org/volunteer/


Toys for Tots
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• Collect new unwrapped toys and distribute to 

economically disadvantaged children at Christmas.

• In 2024:

– 70,585 Toys Distributed

– 16,811 Children Supported

• Ways to serve:

– Collection drives through the year

– Sort and prepare toys

– Distribution to families

• For info on Local Volunteer Opportunities

https://lancaster-pa.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/local-get-involved.aspx
https://lancaster-pa.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/local-get-involved.aspx


Local Municipalities
– Parks – Seasonal cleanup

– Events – Parking, Trash removal, Lost & Found

– Neighborhood cleanup

– Flag Collection and Retirement Ceremony

Local Organizations
– Clothing and toiletry drives for shelters, personal care 

homes, and those leaving rehab facilities

– Food prep and service for community meal locations

– Animal shelters

Charter Organization
– Advance the mission of your Unit’s home

More ideas on the Council Site

 Service Projects
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https://padutchbsa.org/serviceprojects/


Reporting

• Why ? 

– Information for Unit Connections Metrics

– Provides helpful data for grant applications

• How ?

– Log Service Hours in Scoutbook Plus

• See following pages
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https://advancements.scouting.org/


Reporting

• Enter New Activity Log : Service Hours
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Reporting

• Select Activity or Create a New Activity
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Reporting

• Enter Time and Location Info
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Reporting

• Select whether Eagle Project related

• Select Project Type and Initiative(s), if 

applicable
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Reporting

• Project Type and Initiative(s), continued

18



Reporting

• Add Participant and Hour counts

• Record and Finish
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Questions?

Ideas?
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